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BILLNO. 2-J?'.S' ORDINANCE NO. 2..-/1 f' 

and 

AN ORDJNACE PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF DANGEROUS 
ANIMALS WITHIN THE CITY OF CHESTERFIELD 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Chesterfield seeks to protect its residents; 

WHEREAS, the presence of dangerous animals poses a threat to all residents and 
visitors of Chesterfield; an.d 

WHEREAS, placi11g certain litnits and r.egulations upon dangerous animals is in the best 
interest of the community. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF CHESTERFIELD, ST. LOUIS COUNTY; MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 

Part 1. Generally. 

Seetion l,. Classification. The chief of police or l1is designated 
representative shall classify any animal with the following characteristics as a dangerous animal 
for purposes of Part 1 and Part 2 of this Ordinance: 

(a) Any animal that has i11tlicted a severe or fatal injury on a human on public 
or private property. The tenn "severe injuty11 m.eans any physical injury 
resulting directly from au animal's bite or attack> which results in broken 
bones or lacerations n�quiring stitches or hospitalization. The victim 
receiving severe injuries as defined above� must provide the police chief 
with a signed physician's statement documenting the i�jury and the 
treat1nent qualifying such as a severe injury, or sign an authoriz.ati.on for 
the re]ease of such statemellt. 

(b) Any animal which has attacked or bitten a human being or domestic 
anim.al� without provocation, on pubHc or private property other than the 
property of the owner. 

(c) Any animal which, while on the owner's property, has attacked or bitten., 
without provocation, a human being other than the owner or a mem.ber of 
the owner's fam.ily who nonnally resides at the place where the animal is 
kept, or domestic animal. 

(d) Any animal that, while off the owner's property, has killed a domestic 
animal, livestock, or poultry witl1ottt provocation.. 

(e) Any animal owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of 
fighting or any animal trained for fighting. 

(f) Any aniro.al which, when unprovoked, chases or approaches a person upon 
the streets, sidewalks, ot any public grounds, or private property other than 
that property of the owner, in a menacing fashion or appar.ent attitude of 
attack, regardless of whether or not a person is injured by said anim.al. 
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(g) Any anim.al with a known propensity) tendency or disposition to attack 
unprovoked, to cause injury, or to otherwise thrca.t6tl the safety of human 
beings or domestic animals. 

(h) In addition, in any administrative or judicia] proceeding relating to the 
provisions of this section, there shaH be a rebuttable presumption that any 
of the following are dangerous animals and may only be owned or 
maiTJ.trun�d witbin the city in :strict compliance with ali provisions of this 
section: 

Ally bull terrier breed of dog, which shall be defined as any Staffordshire bull terrier breed of 
dog, and/or, any Ameri.can pit bul1 terrier breed of dog, and/or any American Staffordshire terrier 
breed of a dog, and/or, any mixed breed of dog which contains� as an element of its breeding, 
genetic components of the aforementioned bull terrier breed of dog, and/or, any dog wbich has 
the appearance and characteristics and is known by the owner to be predominantly of the breeds 
of the bull terriers� Staffordshire bull terrier, American pit bull terrier, American Staffordshire 
terrier, and/or any other breed commonly known as pit bulls, pit huH dogs or pit bull terriers, or a 
combination of any of these breeds. 

Section 2. Notice. Within five (5) working days after c1assifying an ani.mal as 
a dangerous animal, the chief of police or his designated representative shall notify the animal's 

oWtter of such c1assification, in writing. TI'Ie n.otice shall identify the requirements and conditions 
for maintaining a dangerous animal as set forth in this section and part two. If the owner cannot 
be located� the animal m.ay be immediately impounded and notice shall be posted at the owner's 
last known address. 

Section 3. Appeal and hearing. If the circumstances surrounding the classiflcation 
as a dangerous at1imal under any of the definitions listed in subsection (a) of this section are in 
dispute or if the animal owner contes� the classification, then the owner has the option of 
submitting, within five (5) working days of notice of said classification, a written. request to the 
chief of police for a hearing to contest the dan.gerous animal classification. 

(a) The city manager shall, within ten (1 0) working days after receipt of a 
bona fide written request, designate a hearing officer to conduct the 
hearing and render a decision. 

(b) Pending the outcome of such a hearing, the ani1nal must be confined in 
such a manner so as not to be a threat to any perso11. The confi11er.nent may 
be on the owner's premises or with a licensed veterinarian. 

(c) The hearing officer shall determine whether to declare the animal to be a 

dangerous animal based upon evidence and testimony presented at the 
time of the hearing, in addition to witnesses, animal control personnel, 
poHce or any other person possessing information pertinent to auch 
determination. The hearing shall be informal and strict rules of evidence 
shaH not apply. The owner may be represented by counsel� present oral 
and written. evidence, and cross examine witnesses. 

(d) The hearing officer shall issue a decision after the close of the hearing and 
notify the owner in writing of the decision. The owner or possessor of the 
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(e) 

Seetion 4. 

(a) 

(b) 

{c) 

SectionS. 

(a) 

(b) 

anima] found to be a dangerous animal shall be required to maintain the 
animal as herein provided in this Code. 
Any person aggrieved by the detennination of the hearing officer may 
appeal the decision to the Circuit Court of. St. Louis County pursuant to 
the provisions of Chapter 536, RSMo.; provided however, that any appeal 
n1ust be filed with the Circuit Court within five (5) days of the date of the 
hearing officer's decision. 

Exemptions to dangerous animal classification. 

The chief of police may, because of extenuating circumsta.n.ces, determin.e 
from the lnvestigation of an incident; that an animal is not dangerous. 
Extenuating circu.msta11ce include, but ar.e not limited to, if the threat, 
injury, or damage was sustained by a person who, at the time, was 
eom.mitting a willful trespass or other tort upon the premises occupied by 
the owner or keeper of the animal, or was teasing, tormenting, abusing� or 

assaulting the anima1, or has, in the past, been observed or reported to 
have teased, tormented, abused or assaulted the animal or was comm.itting 
or attempting to commit a crime. However, the owner, being responsible 
for said ani.m.al, shall be w�uned of the aniinal's tendencies and shal1 take 
appropriate action to prevent subsequent incidences. A detennination that 
the animal is not dangerous does not exem.pt the owner from being cited 
for other animal control ordinance violations. 
Animals owned by governmental or law cnforce1nent agencies when being 
used in the services of those agencies are exempt. 
Determinations that an animal is not dangerous are not binding, and upon 
further information or future incidents the chief of police may revise his 
previous decision and declare an animal dangerous. 

Actions to be taken for danger-ous animals causing severe or fatal 
injnrles. 

. 

An animal rt;sponsible for an unprovoked severe or fatal attack shall be 
humanely destroyed. 
An animal responsible for a provoked severe or fatal attack should be 
maintained as a dangerous anima) pursuant to other provisions of this 
chapter. 

Part 2. Owners' responsibilities. 

From aud after July 13, 2005� owners or keepers of an animal that has been decla.red a dangerous 
a.nimaltnay maintain the dangerous animal only su'Qject to the following limitations, 
requirements and conditions; 

Section 1. Registration. Not later than August I, 2005, or immediately upon the 
acquisition of a dangerous animal t11erea.fter� every owner or keeper of a dangerous animal in the 
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city shall register said animal with the chief of police ofthe city on the dangerous animal 
r�gistry. Failure to so register :shall constitute a violation of this section. Notice of this 
requirement shall be given by posting a copy of this section in city hall. 

Section 2. Rabies quarantine impoundment. Any dangerous animal which bites or 
scratches a human, or an.y animal which is determined to be dangerous because of such biting or 
scratching of a human, shall be impounded for a ten-day ra.bies qua1·afltine in accordance with the 
other provisions of these ordinances. 

Section 3. Atly dangerous anjmal shall wear at all times, a bright orange collar wi.th a. 
large brightly colored metal tag attached to the collar so the anin1al can readily be identified as a 

dangerous animal .. 

Section 4. Loose, unconfined or missing dangerous animal. The owner or keeper 
shall notify the police departmetlt immediately if a dangerous animal is loose, unconfined or 

missing, has attacked another animal or has attacked a human being. 
. 

Section 5. Reporting requirements. The owner or keeper shall notify the poHce 
department within twenty-four (24) hour.s of the following events: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Section 6. 

(a) 

Death or transfer of ownership. If a dangerous animal has been sold, 
given away, or otherwise transferred in ownership or possession, the 
owner or keeper shall provide the police department with the name, 
address and telephone number of the new owner or keeper, and, if the 
animal is kept within the city limtts of Chesterfield, the new owner or 
keeper must comply with the requirements of this chapter. If a dangerous 
animal has died, the owner shall notify the police department of that fact 
so the animal can be removed from the dangerous animal. registry. 
Birth. All offspring bom of dangerous animals within the city must be 
removed from the city within three (3) months of their birth or shall be 
registered and comply with all the requirements listed within these 
ordinances. 
N �w address. Should the owner or keeper move from one ( 1) address 
within the corporate city limits to another address within the corporate city 
litnits the owner or keeper shall provide notice of the new address where 
the da:tlgerous animal is being kept. 

Confinement. 

All dangerous animals must be securely confined indoors or in a securely 
enclosed and locked pen, kennel or other structure, except when Jeashed 
and muzzled as provided herein. The pe11, kennel or other structure must 
be suitable to prevent the entry of young children and designed to prevent 
the animal from escaping. Such pen, kenne1 or other structure must have 
minimum dimensions of five (5) feet by ten (10) feet and must have secure 
sides and secure top attached to aU sides. The pen, kennel, or other 
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structure must be locked with a key or combination lock when dangerous 
animals are confined within. The pen, kennel� or other structure mu�t have 
a secured bottom or floor attached to all sides; however, if it has no 
bottom. secured to the sides, the sides must be embedded in the ground no 
less than twelve (12) inches. The enclosure must also provide protection 
from the elements for the animal. 

(b) The enclosure, wbt;n occupiE:d. by a dangerous animallt shall not be 
occupied by any other animaL If the dangerous animal is a fem.ale with 
offspring under three (3) months of age, the offspring may occupy the 
same enclosure as the mother. 

(c) All structures erected to house dangerous animals must comp1y with all 
zoning and building regulations of the city. All su.ch structures must bt; 
adequately lifted and ventilated and kept in a clean and sanitary condition. 

(d) No dangerous animal may be kept on a porch, patio, or in any part of a 

ho1.1se or structure that would allow the animal to exit such building on its 
own volition. In addition, no such anima1 may be kept in a house or 
structure when the windows are open or when screen windows or. screen 
doors are the only obstacle preventing the animal from exiting the 
structure. 

Section 7. Signs. The owner or keeper shall display a sign on his premises that there 
is a dru.1gerous anilnal on the property and which bears a symbol warning children of the 
presen.ce of a dangerous animal. This sign shall be visible and capable of being read from the 
roadway from which the property is entered. In addition, a simiJar sign is required to be posted 
on the kennel or pen or fenced yard of such animal. 

Section 8. J..�eash and muzzle. A dangerous animal may be off the owner's 

premises if it is muzzled and restrain�d by a substantial chain or leash not exceeding six (6) feet 
in length and tmder the control of a responsible person. The muzzle must .not cause injury to the 
animal or interfere with its vision or respiration but n1u.st prevent it from biting any person or 
animal. 

Section 9. Insurance. The owner or keeper of a dangerous animal shall pr�sent to 
the police depa11ment proof that the owner or keeper has procured liability insurance in a single 
incident amount of at least two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00), for bodily injury to or 
death of auy pc:rson or persons or for damage to property owned by any persons which may 
result from the ownership, keeping or main.tenance of such anirnal coveting the twe.lve .. mollth 
period during which licensing is sought. An effective insurance poJi.cy with the coverage and in 
the amounts spe!!ifi.ed herein m.ust be maintained by the oW11er or keeper at all times. Tilis policy 
shaH contain a provision :requiring the City of Chesterfield receive ten (10) days' written notice 
by the insurance company prior to any cancellation, terminat.i.Qn, or expiration of the policy. 

Section 10. Photographs. All owners or keepers of dangerous animals, m.ust, within 
ten (1 0) d.ay.s of such classification, provide the police department with two (2) color 
photographs (one (1) showing the left profile and the other showing the right profile) of the 
animal, clearly showing the color, disti.nguish1ng markings, and approxim.atc size of the animal. 
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Section 11. Compliance, violations and penalties. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of a. dangerous animal within 
the City of Chesterf1eld to fail to comply with requirements and conditions 
set forth in this section. Any animal foW1d to be in violation of Part 1 or 
Part 2 of these ordinances may be, in addition to other penalties provided 
by the Municipal Code) subject to immediate seizure and impoundment 
for a minimun1 often (1.0) days or the time necessary for the owner or 
keeper to show compliance with this section, whichever is shorter. 

(b) Any person found guilty of violation of any provision of this section shall 
be, fQ� each offense, fined not mo.re than one thousand dollars ($1 ,000.00) 
or be punished by imprisonment in jail not to exceed twelve (12) months 
or be punished by both fine and imprisonment. 

(c) In additio11 to any penalty as provided above, the court shall order the 
registration of the subject dangerous animal revoked and the animal 

removed from the city. Shott1d the defendant refuse to remove tb.� anima) 
from the city, the municipal court judge may find the defendant owner in 
contempt and order the immediate confiscation and impoundment of the 
animal. Each day that a violation ofthi.s section continues shall be deemed 
a separate offense. Tn addition to the foregoing pet\alties, any person who 
vio1ates this section shall pay all expenses, includi.ng shelter, food, 
handling, veterinary care and testi.mony necessitated by the enforcement of 
this section. 

· 

Section 12. This Ordit1ance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 
and approval. 

Passed and apProved this jtjlc-oo,y o� � ,  2005. 

@=-£� MAYO 

ATTEST: 
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